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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, February 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich      

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

  Absent:   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked Boy Scout Rocket Streich, who was in attendance, to lead 

everyone in the pledge.  She asked everyone to remain standing and keep in their hearts all 

those who leave their homes daily to keep the public safe.  We hope that they are safe on 

our streets and we thank them for all that they do.  

   

6:50 Interview – EDC- Keith Ferguson 

 7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 

 

1)     Communications:  

a. Suzanne Grant Dedication- May 31, 2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

approve the dedication of the Suzanne Grant Garden for Sunday, May 31, 2020 from 4:00 

p.m. – 7:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

b. St. Patrick’s Day Parade request 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell to 

approve the request to hold the Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 14th at 

2:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

2)     Petitions: None. 

 

3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

 

4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report 
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Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month was a 

little more than 30,000,000 gallons for a daily average of approximately 984,000 gallons 

per day; higher (?) than the December average and less than the November average.  We 

generally see the water usage drop during the winter months.  Byram Lake was at 100% 

both the beginning and end of the month.  The Leonard Park wells were off for the month of 

January.    

 

b. Change in Garbage Collection –President’s Week 

Mr. Brancati stated that all Village/Town of Mount Kisco offices will be closed 

Monday, February 17, 2020 in observance of President’s Day.  All commercial garbage and 

recyclables will be picked up on Tuesday, February 18, 2020. 

 

c. Kirby Commons Update 

  Mr. Brancati started by saying that since the Board approved the site access 

agreement, Gotham and Charter have been hiring consultants to begin their due diligence of 

the two lots.  They will be conducting soil testing and environmental sampling the week of 

the 17th.   They are attempting to get all the testing in the South lot done on the 17th when 

traffic in the lots is expected to be lighter than normal due to the holiday.  The rest of the 

week will be spent in the North lot.  

 

5)     Board Reports:  

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that the Photo Exhibition is now accepting 

applications.  The deadline for entries is February 27th.  This is a great opportunity for those 

amateurs who have never had the chance to exhibit their work.  She continued to say that 

there is free tax help at the Fox Senior Center every Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

There is a list of documents to bring with you.  You can walk in and get your taxes done.  

They are also looking for volunteers to train to help with the tax preparations.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued with the recent “scam of the week.”  This week’s scam is to send 

people checks written from a fake account and have them buy gift cards from big stores like 

Walmart and Target after they deposit the check.  The checks bounce and these scammers 

now have the money from the gift card to use in the store.  Please think about these 

requests before doing anything or taking any money.   

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he hopes everyone stays safe during this long 

President’s day weekend.  He also mentioned that Valentine’s Day was Friday; there are 

many restaurants, gift shops, flower shops, and bakeries to get your special someone 

something special.  Remember to shop local.  

Mayor Picinich began by saying that in addition to the St. Patrick’s Day parade, the 

Ancient Order of Hibernians will also host a dinner dance on Saturday, March 7th from 6:30 

– 10:30 p.m. at the American Legion Post.  Those tickets are $75 per person and everyone 

is invited to celebrate.  This year’s Grand Marshall is Eileen Kensing, the Hibernian of the 

Year is Irene Riley, and the Friends of the Hibernians is our Department of Public Works 

which is being recognized this year.  The Conservation Advisory Council has scheduled their 

Arbor Day and Earth Day celebrations which will be held on April 25th.  The Arbor Day 

celebration will be in Leonard Park at 10:00 a.m.; there is a poster contest that is also being 

held in coordination with Mount Kisco Elementary School.  Then, at 1:00 p.m. there will be 

an event at the Library.  In between there will be a dedication at our Wall of Honor.  Mayor 

Picinich continued to say that our Count Kisco Committee, a group of people who will help 

make sure that our Village participates in the 2020 Census, met this past week.  They are 

putting together a schedule of places that people can visit for assistance with the Census 

that will include the Library, Neighbor’s Link, and other locations around town.  She 

reminded residents that the U.S. Census Bureau will be sending them an invitation in the 

mail which will invite them to go online or phone to respond to the Census or you can 

request a paper copy.  In addition, Mayor Picinich participated in the Poverty Symposium led 
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by 914 Cares that had a big focus on poverty in Westchester and had a great discussion on 

how both food and security can have an effect on education and how it can negatively 

impact those students who are in poverty.  We need to look around our community and 

make sure that those resources are available through all these organizations to help those 

who are in need.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that Westchester County completed a 

housing assessment to take a look at those who are housing overburdened.  What they 

determined was that there are 11,000 affordable housing units that need to be built across 

Westchester County.  We are fortunate here in Mount Kisco to have an equitable distribution 

of housing options at each level of cost, but there are still those who are overburdened, 

particularly those who rent.  So we will be working with the County to take a look at our 

community to see if there are options and opportunities to address these needs.  Mayor 

Picinich also wanted to make residents aware of things that are going on with our sewer 

system.  We have neighbors in the Riverwoods and Yeshiva communities that have a failing 

wastewater treatment facility that sits approximately 250 feet from the Kisco River that has 

the potential to have a significant and negative environmental impact; particularly for the 

Croton Reservoir and New York City’s drinking water when that plant completely fails.  So 

we are having conversations with New Castle, New York City, and Westchester County to 

determine how we might be able to help our neighbor.  Our assistance is contingent on our 

ability to ensure that there is no negative impact to anyone in Mount Kisco today or in the 

future.   

 

6)     Old Business:  

 

7)     New Business: 

a. Authorize Village Manager to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA)   

with Westchester County for Youth Recreation Programs 

 There was some discussion amongst the Board, Village Manager, and Village 

Attorney in regards to the terms of the agreement and the accounting processes laid out in 

the contract prior to the vote.   

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) with 

Westchester County for Youth Recreation Programs; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

b. Board Appointment - Economic Development Council 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to appoint Keith Ferguson to the Economic Development Council; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

8)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to pay 

the bills as submitted on February 4, 2020 for the months of December 2019 and January 

2020 as follows: 

  

General Fund    $ 109,798.78 

Water Fund    $  62,320.84 

Sewer Fund    $    4,877.81 
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Library Fund    $       435.01 

Capital Fund    $   22,775.23 

Trust Fund        $    8,637.50 

  

    TOTAL   $  208,845.17 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

9)     Minutes:  

a. VB- Regular Meeting 1/21/2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the minutes as submitted for the meeting held on January 21, 2020; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  Call in number# 914-420-0383 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 7:56 pm.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


